
BEEKEEPING PROJECT FROM NHFI 

 

The project began in 2013 and is supported by grants from the TIDE program. The 

project supports Northern communities to access equipment, bees and mentorship to 

explore beekeeping.  

The reasons for this project include: increased pollination, creating local food sources, 

growing the economy, skill building and intergenerational cooperation and mentorship. 

Schools involved in the program have received educational opportunities in the form of 

honey, hands on workshops and the opportunity to keep bees. 

The goal of the project is to contribute to a safe and sustainable food system by 

providing local beekeeping opportunities and supporting established hives and honey 

production. Local market opportunities are created by selling natural and organic honey 

and bees wax products locally as well.  

The choice of natural, organic honey has spin offs in health benefits by providing an 

alternative to refined sugar. The bees contribute to the communities by helping pollinate 

the gardens, crops and fruit trees, etc. 

Our participants are in remote northern communities where access to affordable healthy 

food options is limited. Our participants view the project as a way to help give back to 

their communities and create employment. 

Our participants are started in the program with a complete Hive Starter Kit (consists of 

3 supers, 1 cover, 1 inner cover, 1 bottom board, 1 frame feeder with ladders, 30 

frames, 1 entrance reducer, 1 queen excluder, 1 smoker, 1 hive tool) and gloves, 

beekeeping suit, medication, books and the extraction equipment is shared whenever 

possible. The bees are then given to the participants after they attend a one day 

beekeeping workshop in Meadow Portage. This happens the same day. Seasonal feed 

is also provided to strengthen the hives to give it the best chance of survival. 

During the program each beekeeper is assisted by being given support by an 

established beekeeper that is close to them as a resource. We have senior apiarists to 

consult and do further support and training if it is required over the course of the year. 

 

 

 

 


